SUPA Forensics

Course Description

Forensics will explore the science behind criminal investigation; it is the application of science to law.  We will investigate actual case histories and, with an increasing background in the subject area, come up with clues and answer questions presented by scientists and law enforcement agencies.  
Topics covered will include forensics chemistry, biology, earth science, physics, pathology, odontology, entomology, and anthropology to name a few.  We will be following cases and articles from news sources on a daily basis as well as individual/group projects each marking period.  
Students attain a depth of understanding of fundamentals, and a reasonable competence in forensic science. The course contributes to the development of the students' abilities to think clearly and to express their ideas, orally and in writing, with clarity and logic.
Registration for Syracuse University concurrent enrollment credit.  
Since this is a Syracuse University sponsored course, all students are required to pay tuition to S.U. as stated in the course guide.  You are considered a non-matriculated S.U. student and will receive a S.U. transcript for 4 college credits upon successful completion that may be transferred to most colleges and universities.  This allows you the time to take additional advanced coursework, and/or take an ‘easier’ load (fewer than normal credits) if you are taking multiple time intensive difficult courses.  Some MHS students take multiple concurrent enrollment courses to graduate early.  The MAIN DIFFERENCE between our course and the one at S.U. is that we have more instructional time each semester.  There is a per credit charge which is remitted to S.U.  This charge is a fraction of the actual cost.  Additional information will be provided this week.  Registration is done on-line.

Procedure

Class meets one period daily.  Some activities will require after school work.

Laboratory and case study requirements

We will be performing labs and case study investigations that will require write-ups and further research.  Procedures for each assignment will be explained in class.  Successful completion of each and every activity is a requirement for completion of the course.  You will have access to the library and computer labs as well as the Syracuse University library and database.
Textbooks
Introduction to Forensic Science: The Science of Criminalistics  by Dr. James T Spencer (This textbook is on-line.  You will be given access to it from the SU MOODLE site)
Forensic Science: Fundamentals and Investigation by Anthony J Bertino
Expectations
1. Lateness and absences will be dealt with in accordance with the attendance policy. 

2. Proper school behavior is to be observed at all times. 

3. Assignments are to be completed in full by the date due.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, be sure to ask questions before the due date. 

4. A notebook or three ring section binder, folder, and calculator (as needed)
5. Tests are announced at least 2 days ahead of time. Make up tests are given after school, or during an agreed upon free period  the day the student returns. 

6. Labs are due two days after completion of the experiment. Makeup labs are done after school (or during an agreed upon free period) within 2 days of returning to class. 
7. Quizzes are fair game at any point in time.
8. Students are to follow lab safety guidelines to be covered in class. 

9. In case of absence from class for any reason, missed notes must be obtained from a classmate or on our web site by the following day.  If absent from class more than one day please contact me at Revensonm@mahopac.k12.ny.us . Most power points and class notes are also posted on the class assignments page of our class web site
10. Extra help will be offered at least once a week.  I am usually available whenever requested though.  Great for additional questions on topics, lab work, exams etc. 

11. Grades are based on tests, labs, projects, and homeworks.

12. A calendar of assignments, and links to websites of interest and tutorials, are available through our class website at http://www.Revsworld.com
***** My gradebook is on line ( www.mygradebook.com) *****  
Login “username” is forensics1819.  Your password is your MHS student ID#.  Continuous access to your grades will prevent any surprises at and report card times.
I will need student and parent e-mail addresses.  Announcements and reminders are sent out through “mygradebook.com”.  Home and/or work e-mail addresses are fine.  Feel free to e-mail me at any point in time (Revensonm@mahopac.k12.ny.us).  I do check my e-mail often, and will reply as soon as possible.
I have read and understand these expectations.

Student’s signature ____________________________ e-mail_____________________________

Parent’s signature _____________________________ e-mail_____________________________

Additional e-mail address ________________________________________

As always, you can contact me the old fashion way at 845-628-3256 x 11405.
